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New Laws to Regulate your Online Life

In one of many new year's traditions, all across the U.S., hundreds of new laws
went into effect on January 1, 2011. And each year, more of these legislative ac-
tions seem to be concerned with regulating computers, the Internet and online be-
havior. When the Internet first "went commercial” in the 1990s and became easy
enough and affordable enough for the masses, it was a bit like the old western fron-
tier: a wild and wooly "place" where the rule of the day was "anything goes."

This freedom was, of course, abused by some - and that led to government crack-
downs. Most folks would agree that laws directed at pedophiles who hunt for young
victims on the Internet, for example, are appropriate exercises of government au-
thority. But each time a state or federal legislature meets, more laws are enacted
with the aim of controlling what happens online. Some of these are needed, most
are well intentioned, but some are badly thought out and easily misapplied. If you
spend a lot of time online, it behooves you to check out what new laws may have
gone into effect this year in your jurisdiction.

California was one of the most active states when it came to creating new laws.
One of those that directly impacts Internet users is SB-1411, which makes it a mis-
demeanor to fraudulently identify yourself online.
http://www.prweb.com/releases/prweb2011/01/prweb4952964.htm

Such a law could have had nightmarish unintended consequences if not done
properly. Think about the grandmotherly old lady who creates a Facebook page for
her dog or cat, or the man or woman whose spouse calls and asks him/her to send
an email from the spouse's account because said spouse doesn't have access to a
computer. A badly written law could have inadvertently made those people crimi-
nals. Luckily, those who wrote the California law were very specific, and made the
law applicable to those who impersonate someone else without consent. Does
grandma have the dog's permission? It doesn't matter, because the statute goes
further and specifies that to fall under the law, the impersonation must be "for pur-
poses of harming, intimidating, threatening or defrauding another person." It also
must be a "credible" impersonation. Whew! Grandma is probably safe, since no one
really thought the Pomeranian was typing all those profound status updates.

Even prior to the new year, many states already had computer privacy statutes on
the books. In one high profile case, a husband in Michigan was arrested for reading
his wife's emails, which were on a computer that the two of them shared.
http://postorperish.com/2010/12/29/arrested-fo-reading-wife%E2%80%99s-

email-michigan-online-privacy/

He hasn't gone to trial yet, but the outcome of this one could set some interesting
precedent one way or the other. It also raises questions regarding how electronic
communications differ (or don't) from older forms of communication. Would he have
been arrested if he had gone through her dresser drawer and found and read hand-
written letters? Would he have been arrested if he had picked up an extension
phone and listened in on her conversation? Do we (or should we) have a greater
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expectation of privacy in email than in those other forms of private correspond-
ence?

At the federal level, one of the biggest Internet related issues has been "net neu-
trality," or the prohibition against ISPs favoring one type of content over another on
their networks. In December, the Federal Communications Commission - sidestep-
ping Congress - adopted a compromise order that requires providers to openly dis-
close how they manage their networks and requires them to transmit all lawful con-
tent (in other words, the provider can't block the VolP packets of your third party
service that competes with their own VolP offering). The rules also mandates that
the ISP must allow you to connect any non-harmful device to the network (such as
your VolIP box, or a router that distributes the Internet connection to multiple com-
puters). Finally, the rules ban ISPs from unreasonably slowing or degrading certain
types of traffic on their networks. You can read more about the new rules here:
http://itmanagement.earthweb.com/features/article.php/3918076/FCC-

Approves-First-Net-Neutrality-Rules.htm

Of course, the U.S. isn't the only country where new laws are tightening govern-
ment controls over the Internet. Last month, Venezuela enacted legislation that
bans content that promotes unrest or challenges existing authorities.

http://www.loc.gov/lawweb/servlet/lloc news?disp3 1205402444 text

What do you think? Do we already have enough laws governing our online behav-
ior? Or do we need more? Should a spouse go to jail for reading email on a shared
computer? How do you feel about the net neutrality compromise? Is the U.S. head-
ed toward the same sorts of restrictions on freedom of speech on the Internet that
exist in other countries?

Gleaned from winxpnews 1/18/11
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How to turn your Windows 7 laptop into a wi-fi hotspot

Want to share your laptop's Internet connection with other wi-fi devices (for example,
your iPad or Galaxy Tab, or friends' laptops)? Windows 7 supports a feature called
Virtual Wi-fi (if your wireless adapter driver supports it - so you might need to update
the driver to make it work. Some Intel, Broadcom and Realtek adapters support the
feature). Here are the steps for setting it up:

1. Click Start and in the search box, type cmd
2. Right click the cmd.exe link and select "Run as Administrator.”

3. Inthe command prompt window, type: netsh wlan set hostednetwork
mode=allow ssid=MyNet key=MyPassword replacing "MyNet" with the name
you want to use for your wireless network and "MyPassword" with a password
that will have to be entered on other devices to connect to it.

Press Enter.

Still at the prompt, type netsh wlan start hostednetwork
Press Enter.

Click Start | Control Panel.

Click Network and Internet | Network Sharing Center.
Select "Change Adapter Settings."

10. Right click your Internet connection and click Properties.
11. Click the Sharing tab.

12. Check the box labeled "Allow other network users to connect ...".
Select your virtual wi-fi adapter. Now other wi-fi devices should see your network

name appear in their lists and they can connect to it by entering the password.
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(" LIFE BEFORE THE COMPUTER i

* Memory was something that you lost with age
* An application was for employment

* A program was a TV show

* A cursor used profanity

* A keyboard was a piano!
* A web was a spider's home
* A virus was the flu!

\ * ACD was a bank account

t * A harddrive wasalong trip on the road
L .
* Amouse pad was where a mouse lived
CA % *Andifyouhad a3 1/2 inch floppy
... you just hoped nobody found out!
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Computer Quotes

Users /nm./: collective term for those who use computers. Users are divided into three types:
novice, intermediate and expert.
Novice Users: people who are afraid that simply pressing a key might break their computer.
Intermediate Users: people who don't know how to fix their computer after they've just
pressed a key that broke it.
Expert Users: people who break other people's computers.

— From the Jargon File.

If you don't want to be replaced by a computer, don't act like one." — Arno Penzias.
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Overseas’ tech support. Is this the problem?

ry The Computer Guy

Our tech department is hard at work solving you computer problems.

Website Hosting and Design

We offer full website hosting including email and design.
Call us for a free quote.
248-360-8967

We have partnered with several different companies

to provide a wider range of services.
We now offer low cost printer ink and toner.
Check our Prices delivered to your door for 30% less

then office supply stores.
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HERING VOICES INC.
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Commercials & promos for radio, TV, Internet & related media
Voicemail (IVR), phone systems & on-hold messages
Video Games, Films, documentaries & audio books

Corporate/Industrial presentations, websites....and more!

Jeffrey A. Hering
Professional VVoice Over Recordings
P :(248) 535-9189
E: heringvoices@comcast.net
Web: www.myvodemo.com/JeffHering

Compare our check Prices!

Voucher 250 500 1000 2000 5000
Peachtree S8195  SIDBA5  $14785 $239.95 $539.87
Nebs 58250 SH3.50  S$154.50 §25995 SB49.87
McBee $82.50 SH3.50  $154.50 $259.95 SEA9.87
Deluxe 58250 SH3.50  S194.50 §259.50 SB49.87
Intuit $7999 $I09.99 $149893 $23393 $599.87
Nelco SID3.45  §137.85  §188.00 $343.40 SE37.00
Greatland SI03.45 SI137.85  S$188.00 $343.40 SE37.00
Larry The Computer Guy

248-360-8961

ry The Computer Guy
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Are you tired of all that spam in your mailbox?
We have partnered with Spam Bully and offer a 10% discount on the
product. Call us for more information or to sign up.

Tired of remembering all those passwords

for all your different websites?
We have also partnered with Roboform and offer a 10% discount on the
product. Call us for more information or to sign up.

These documents are provided for informational purposes only. The information contained in this document represents
the current view of VHC Enterprises DBA Larry The Computer Guy on the issues discussed as of the date of publication.
Because VHC Enterprises must respond to changes in market conditions, it should not be interpreted to be a commitment
on the part of VHC Enterprises and cannot guarantee the accuracy of any information presented after the date of publi-
cation.

INFORMATION PROVIDED IN THIS DOCUMENT IS PROVIDED "AS IS" WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EITHER
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS
FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND FREEDOM FROM INFRINGEMENT.

This newsletter and website may contain links to other websites with whom we may or may not have a business relation-
ship. VHC Enterprises DBA Larry The Computer Guy does not review or screen these sites, and we are not responsible or
liable for their privacy or data security practices, or the content of these sites. Additionally, if you register with any of
these sites, any information that you provide in the process of registration, such as your email address, credit card num-
ber or other personally identifiable information, will be transferred to these sites. For these reasons, you should be care-
ful to review any privacy and data security policies posted on any of these sites before providing information to them.

The user assumes the entire risk as to the accuracy and the use of this document. This document may be copied and
distributed subject to the following conditions: 1) All text must be copied without modification and all pages must be
included; 2) All copies must contain VHC Enterprises' copyright notice and any other notices provided therein; and 3) This
document may not be distributed for profit. All trademarks acknowledged. Copyright VHC Enterprises, Inc. 1991-2008.

To Subscribe or unsubscribe go to www.larrycomputerguy.com and click on the mailing list link or cut and past the fol-
lowing link into your browser: http://www.larrycomputerguy.com/subscribe.htm

ry The Computer Guy




