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Disable User Account Control (UAC) the Easy Way on Win 7 or Vista

I've previously written about a way to enable or disable UAC from the command line.
This is an easier method that you can use to do the same thing from the GUI interface in
either Windows 7 or Vista. To recap my earlier article, UAC is ANNOYING.

Note: Disabling UAC will lead to a less secure system, so be warned.

Disable UAC on Windows Vista

Open up Control Panel, and type in “UAC” into the search box. You'll see a link for “Turn
User Account Control (UAC) on or off”:

On the next screen you should uncheck the box for ‘“Use User Account Control (UAC)”,
and then click on the OK button.

You’ll need to reboot your computer before the changes take effect, but you should be all
done with annoying prompts.

Disable UAC on Windows 7

Windows 7 makes it much easier to deal with UAC settings, and in fact you don’t have to
completely disable UAC if you don’t want to. Just type UAC into the start menu or Control
Panel search box.

You can simply drag the slider up or down, depending on how often you want to be alert-
ed.

If you drag it all the way down to the bottom, you’ll have disabled it entirely.

Access Hidden Regional Themes in Windows 7

Windows 7 offers you location specific Aero themes based on the language and location
you pick during installation. Here we will take a look at accessing other hidden themes
from different countries.

When you first start the Windows 7 installation the first thing you will do is select a lan-
guage, time and currency format. This is where Windows determines what themes you're
presented with by default.

Being from the US I'm presented with location specific themes from the United States with
desktop backgrounds such as scenery from Maine, Idaho, Oregon etc.

To access the other international themes copy and paste the following path into the
search box and hit Enter.

Every so often, i whis-
per "I'm on your side" to
my computer...just in
case they succeed in
taking over the world
one day
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C:\Windows\Globalization\MCT

In the MCT folder you will find additional themes for Canada, Australia, South Africa, and
Great Britain.

You can go in and grab just the Wallpapers...
Or go into the Theme folder double click on the thumbnail to add it.

Here you can see I added all of them and now they will be available under the My
Themes section for when you want to change them around.

This is a neat little trick that will let you customize Windows 7 with hidden themes al-
ready available. Also if you want to get more themes head over to the Microsoft site.

Manage Devices the Easy Way with Device Stage in Windows 7

Remember in Vista how it was an annoying chore getting it to recognize external devices
like printers, phones, and digital cameras? Well now in Windows 7 there is a cool feature
called Device Stage that allows you to easily see and manage all of your external devices
from one spot.

Using Device Stage

To check out the digital devices you have connected to your PC go to Start and Devices
and Printers.

This opens up a nicely laid out visual display of all of the devices connected to the com-
puter.

When you first start it notice that you can click on the message about getting device in-
formation from the Internet. This will keep devices updated with the most recent infor-
mation and drivers.

The cool part is that when you first plug in a device Windows 7 will install the drivers
almost instantly.

After plugging in the device you can see it in the Taskbar where you can hover over it to
get a nice looking image of it and some limited information. For instance I plugged in a
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Creative Zen and can see how much battery life is left and the amount of space left on it.
You can also right click on the device and access certain controls as well.

Now when you click on the device you will presented with an easy to navigate control
panel of sorts that allows you to manage the settings and features of the device.

Here is a shot of a printer connected and you can see there are a bunch of options for
managing it.

It is up to the hardware manufacturer to determine if their device will be compatible with
Device Stage. The way to determine this is to simply plug in the device and see if Device
Stage opens up. All of the newer devices I plugged in were recognized, some with more
features to manage them than others, again this is up to the manufacturers and the firm-
ware installed. This new feature is a great way to get your devices working without having
to deal with installing drivers. Cool!

Access Frequently Used Items in Windows 7 with Jump Lists

Finding a way to easily access recently used files, folders, and websites could be annoy-
ing in previous versions of Windows. Today we take a look at the new Jump List feature in
Windows 7 that allows you to quickly access recently used items.

Using Jump lists

To access jump lists Right-click a program icon on the Taskbar, like in this example of
Internet Explorer. Notice too that you can pin those items to the Taskbar if you wish.

When you have the jump list open click the first letter of an item to jump between them.

Periodically you might want to clear out the jump list history, to do this Right-click on Start
and choose Properties.

Now under the Start Menu tab uncheck one or both boxes under Privacy to clear the
Taskbar or Start menu item history or both.

This is an awesome new feature in Windows 7 that makes navigating items a lot faster.
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New Features in WordPad and Paint in Windows 7

WordPad and Paint are often overlooked accessories included in all versions of Windows
since 95. They are still included in Windows 7 and now have a new look with some en-
hanced features. Here we will take a look at some of the new improvements.

Classic WordPad

WordPad has always come in very handy as a quick and easy to use text editor for docu-
ments. Rather than opening up a new Word session to make simple adjustments, Word-
Pad can save a lot of time. In fact it is all some users need to create basic letters and oth-
er simple documents.

WordPad 6.1 w/ Ribbon Ul

The new WordPad in Windows 7 includes the nicely laid out Ribbon interface which has
been a feature in Office 2007 and in the forthcoming 2010. If you are new to the Ribbon, it
does take getting used to, but once you do, you’ll wonder how you did without it before.

To access commonly used commands easier, just Right-click the button and choose “Add
to Quick Access Toolbar”.

Computer Quotes

If computers get too powerful, we can organize them into committees.
That'll do them in. ~Author Unknown

Never let a computer know you're in a hurry. ~Author Unknown

The problem with troubleshooting is that trouble shoots back.
~Author Unknown

Three things are certain: Death, taxes, and lost data. Guess which has
occurred. ~David Dixon, 1998
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What may be considered the coolest new feature, it includes the ability to read and write
documents to Office Open XML format, which supports Open Office (.odt) and IBM Lotus

ry The Computer Guy

Symphony suites.

Like in pervious versions you can insert a Paint drawing.

Paint

Of course we would be remiss if we didn’t show the new Ribbon Ul included in the new
version of Paint.

Easier to access options for editing projects.
The main menu offers more choices for saving, printing images etc.

It looks like the Ribbon is around to stay and it’s nice to get uniformity between Windows
applications. Paint and WordPad may seem like forgotten accessories, but the new look
and improvements might warrant a second look.

How about you? We are curious how many of you still use WordPad or Paint and what you
think about the new interface. Just leave us a comment and let us know.

Quality Education for your Children

Interested in a Christ-centered education?

St. Matthew Lutheran School registering for the 2011/2012 school year.

Located in Walled Lake

e Grades - Preschool through Grade 8

e Quality academic and spiritual education to students for over 50

years
e We are an accredited school with highly qualified and state trained teachers.

o« We focus on educating the whole child, but our top priority is cultivating and nurturing your
child's relationship with Jesus Christ.

To learn more or set up an appointment Call 248-624-76117
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Compare our check Prices!

Voucher 250 500 1000 2000 5000
Peachtree $8185 SID6AS  $147.85 $239.85 $599.87
Nebs $8250 SH3.50  S15450 $258.85 SB49.87
McBee $82.50 SH3.50  $15450 $259.85 SE49.87
Deluxe $8250 SH3.50  S15450 $253.50 SB49.87
Intuit $79.893 SI09.99 $149.99 $239.93 $599.87
Nelco SID3.45 S137.85  $188.00 $343.40 $637.00
Greatland SI03.45 $137.85  SI18B.00 $343.40 $E37.00
LTCG SB3.75 $7980 SIDLIS  S15470  $280.50

Larry The Computer Guy

248-360-89617

We have partnered with several different companies

to provide a wider range of services.
We now offer low cost printer ink and toner.
Check our Prices delivered to your door for 30% less

then office supply stores.

Are you tired of all that spam in your mailbox?
We have partnered with Spam Bully and offer a 10% discount on the
product. Call us for more information or to sign up.

Tired of remembering all those passwords
for all your different websites?

We have also partnered with Roboform and offer a 10% discount on the
product. Call us for more information or to sign up.
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How to tell if a Redneck has been working on a computer:
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10. The monitor is up on blocks.

9. Outgoing faxes have tobacco stains on them.

8. The six front keys have rotted out.

1. The extra RAM slots have Dodge truck parts stored in them.
6. The numeric keypad only goes up to six.

5. The password is "Bubba".

4. There's a gun rack mounted on the CPU.

3. There's a Skoal can in the CD-ROM drive.

2. The keyboard is camouflaged.

AND the number way to tell if a Redneck has been working on a
computer is...

1. The mouse is referred to as a "critter".

Website Hosting and Design

We offer full website hosting including email and design.
Call us for a free quote.
248-360-8967

These documents are provided for informational purposes only. The information contained in this document represents the current view of VHC Enterprises DBA Larry The
Computer Guy on the issues discussed as of the date of publication. Because VHC Enterprises must respond to changes in market conditions, it should not be interpreted
to be a commitment on the part of VHC Enterprises and cannot guarantee the accuracy of any information presented after the date of publication.

INFORMATION PROVIDED IN THIS DOCUMENT IS PROVIDED "AS IS" WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EITHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIM-
ITED TO THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND FREEDOM FROM INFRINGEMENT.

This newsletter and website may contain links to other websites with whom we may or may not have a business relationship. VHC Enterprises DBA Larry The Computer
Guy does not review or screen these sites, and we are not responsible or liable for their privacy or data security practices, or the content of these sites. Additionally, if you
register with any of these sites, any information that you provide in the process of registration, such as your email address, credit card number or other personally identifi-
able information, will be transferred to these sites. For these reasons, you should be careful to review any privacy and data security policies posted on any of these sites
before providing information to them.

The user assumes the entire risk as to the accuracy and the use of this document. This document may be copied and distributed subject to the following conditions: 1) All
text must be copied without modification and all pages must be included; 2) All copies must contain VHC Enterprises' copyright notice and any other notices provided
therein; and 3) This document may not be distributed for profit. All trademarks acknowledged. Copyright VHC Enterprises, Inc. 1991-2008.

To Subscribe or unsubscribe go to www.larrycomputerguy.com and click on the mailing list link or cut and past the following link into your browser:
http://www.larrycomputerguy.com/subscribe.htm




